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PROFESSOR ADMITTED COMMUNIST

Explosive Academic Freedom
Case Confronts UC Regents

BY KENNETH REICH and WILLIAM TROMBLEY
Times Staff Writers

SAN FRANCISCO. — The -UC
Board of Regents today is confront-
ed with the most explosive academic
freedom case to avise in the state
since the UC loyalty oath fight of
the early 1950s.

It must decide whether to fire
Angela Davis, a young Negro philo-
sophy professor at UCLA who isa
member of the Communist Party .

The regents have a policy against
hiring Communists. It has never
been ested in court, but in similar
cases in other states the US.
Supreme Court has declared such
policies and laws unconstitutional.

The dangers of the Angela Davis
case are magmfled hy the fact that
she is a militant black who has
strong support from black students
and faculty members at UCLA,

Case Widely Discussed

The case has been widely dis-
cussed within the university in
recent weeks, However, it was not
general knowledge. until Robert
Singleton, (hrectox of the Afro-
American Studies Center at UCLA,
stood up in a regents' committee
meeting at the UC Extension Center
here Thursday afternoon and asked
permission to discuss the Davis case.

Singleton was refused permission
to speak, but he then held a corridor
news couference in which he ae-
cused the regents of "a paternalistic
effort to prescribe for the black
community a political litmus test.”

The regents will decide Miss
Davis' fate at a closed door meeting
today. It is considered probable that
they will {fire the young professor

evel' though: they-know their 1949
policy against hiring Communists is
not likely to hold up in court.

"We just couldn't stand the heat of
Being called 'soft on communism,"
one board member said in explain-
ing the regents' probable course of
action.

UCLA Chancellor Charles E.
Young has warned that the dismis-
sal of Angela Davis will cause a row
"that will make the loyalty oath
fight look like a Sunday School
picnic."

Chancellor William J. McGill of
UC San Diego said the firing would

"cause a great deal of trouble
throughout the university and na-
tlonally as well."

‘Constrained by Policy’

On Aug. 26 Young, acting at the
direction of the Board of Regents.
wrote Miss Davis a letter that
contained this sentence:

' am constrained by regental
policy to request that you inform me
whether or not you are a.member of
the Communist Party."

On Sept. 5, Miss Davis, hired by
the philosophy department last
spring to teach such courses as
dialectical materialism and existen-

. tialism, replied:

". . . It would seem plain that you
are without authority to require
answers concerning mere member-
ship in the Commumst Party or to
deprive me of employment on such
grounds.

"However, and without \\valvmg
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my objections {0 the ques-
tion posed, my answer is
Xhat I am now a member

't

1yUnt11 Thursday UC offi-
mdh hought about . the
iﬂaws case largely in
ielms of ‘academic -free-
:dom. but it became ap-
parent Thursday that
“black students and facuity
“members at UCLA consi-
der it an important racial
;;ssue as well,
= When Singleton sought
‘to speak at a meeting of
the regents' educational
Jolicy committee, he said
‘the case would have "a
desperate effect on the
-test of the black communi-
aty at UCLA."
o4 Later, in his corridor
.remalks, Singleton said
this move against a quah—
'..fled black teacher raises
tgrave- doubts .as to the
‘.reffents' desire to- encour-
;‘age black partxclpatlon in

. «fhe university." -
u ;Lamar Lyons, vice
chauman of the Black
*Students Union at UCLA,
‘cald "many black leaders,
to whom black people look
‘as symbols, have been
‘connected directly or in-
dlrectly with the Commu-
.msl: Party."

' ‘Henry. McGee Jr, an

actmg professor at UCLA

Jdaw school, said Commu-

mst, Party membership is

of the Communist Par-

'a white obsession—it's
not relevant to black
people.”

Ed Maddox, another
BSU member, said blacks
will consider the Angela
Davis case "a threat to
developing the kind of
leaders we need and not
the kind white people
think we ought to have."

UCLA officials ex-
pressed concern that the
case might lead to a coali-
tion of black students and
white radical students, an
alliance that has not
formed on the Westwood
campus in the past.

Miss Davis went through
the usual recruitment
proceedings and was

hired nearly two months

hefore the possibility that
she might be a Communist
came to the administra-
tors' notice.

Although one official
says there was "a  little
hearsay" in late June on
the question, the first
definite statement was
made.in the campus news-
paper, the Daily Bruin,
July 1 by William-T. Di-
vale, a 27-year-old student
who shortly before had
been revealed to be an un-
dercover agent for the FBIL

"The philosophy depart-
ment has recently made a

“two-year appointment of

an acting assistant profes:
sor," Divale mentioned in
a lengthy article.

"The person is well qua:

lified for the post and is
also a member of the
Communist Party." .

"The ‘day I read this, I
felt we were starting on a
road to conflict," says one
of the UCLA administra-
tors wmost charged with
dealing with the Davis
matter B

Subsequently, - the San
Francisco” Examiner iden-
tified Miss Davis as the
person referred to hy Di-
vale, and at an executive
session of the regents later

‘in July Chancellor Young

was directed to ask her
whether she indeed was a
Communist Party mem-
ber.,

On June 30, the 1egents
had adopted an -appoint-
ment and promotion: poli-
cy which, included - this
declaration:

“No political test shall
ever be considered in the

‘appointment and' promo-

tion of any faculty mem-
ber or employe."

Who is Angela Davis?
On first meeting, she is an
attractive, tall, bronze-
skinned woman of 23 with
a natural hair-do. She is
direct, soft-spoken and
self-possessed.

She majored in French
literature at Brandeis Uni-
versity, wheve - she did
undergraduate work tak-
ing her junior year abroad
at the Sorbonne in Paris.
She was graduated .from
Brandels, magna -cam
laude and Phi Beta Kappa
in 1965,

From 1965 to 1967 she
did graduate work in the

field of German idealism
at the Goethe University
in Frankfurt, West Ger-
many. Later in 1967 and in
1968 she continued her stu-
dies at UC San Diego un-
der famed "New Left"
philosopher Herbert. Mar-
cuse, becoming a teaching
assistant there in the 1988-

69 school term,

Having been awarded a
master's degree, she
passed her qua.lfymg exa-
mination_for. ‘a  Ph.D.
philosophy .at UCSD m
September, 1968,

The UCLA figure most
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" instrumental in hiring
Miss Davis last spring was
Prof, Donald Kalish, chair-
man of the school's philos-
ophy department.

Kalish ‘since 1965 has
been extremely active in
the anti-Vietnam war

. movement and a variety of
other New Left causes, At
present, he is an impor-
tant organizer of militant
d e monstrations planned
nationwide against the
war on Nov. 15. B

Kalish was- vice chairs

man of the Peace Action
Council which, in 1067,
spearheaded a massive an-
tiwar march at the Centu-
ry Plaza where then-Pres-
ident Lyndon B. Johnsen
was appearing. .

In two lengthy inter-
views in the last 10 days
and as often as he has
been asked elsewhere, Xa-
lish has said he had no
jdea Miss Davis was a
Communist when he hired
her and that the first he
heard of it was from the
Divale article.

Wouldn't Matter

But even if he had
known she was a Commu-
“ist, the professor adds, it
would have made no dif-
ference.

"If somebody had given
me concrete evidence that
she was a member of a
political partly, I would
have brought that infor-
mation to the whole de-
parlment," he says. "But
my prediction is, I know
what my .own feeling
would be, it would have
been considered irrelevant.

"It would have been
brought . into discussion,
and it would have been
considered a positive point
in that she was involved
and an irrelevant point in
that she was a Commus-
nist."

Kalish' said that pur-
suing a need for an in-
structor in the fields Miss
Davis will teach, and con-
scious of the drive at
UCLA to hire more black
professors, he had immedi-
ately decided to seek her
out when he had learned
in a telephone conversa-
tion with the chairman of
the philosophy depart-
ment at Princeton Univer-
sity .that Miss Davis was
being considered for em-
ployment there.

Swarthmore Offer

(Princeton _eventually
decided that Miss Davis
was not far enough along
in. her work to be hired.
But Swarthmore College in
Pennsylvania did make
her an offer. The chair-
man of that school's philo-
sophy départment, Daniel
Bennett, said last week
that she. had impressed
him as "a first-rate intel-
lect.")

There appears 1o he
general agreement at
UCLA that she is well
qualified academically for
the $9,684-a-year tempora-
ry -appointment she has
received.

Kalish said the first
person he had called for a
recommendation on Miss
Davis was Marcuse, who
not only was her mentor
at San Diego but also had
instructed her at Bran-
deis.

The other said, "I've
tried to work that through
in my mind ... What
would my own position
have heen at the time if I'd
known, I don't know."

.The administrator ex-
plained : that -he had to
Dbalance -off his knowledge
that; the ‘regents and: the
people-of the state would
not “approve of such an
dppointment with the con-
sciousness of changing at-
titudes towatd Commu-
nists, -attitudes on the
campus: and moral, legal
and' practical. questions of
" many varieties.

He went onto point out
that important court. deci-
siohs+in receit:years lLad
ruled out tests of Commu-
nist Party membership as

went through
“after

a -condition for employ-
. ment.

And the administrator

pointed out an irony. If

Miss Davis was not a mem-
ber of the U.S. Communist

-Parly but-was instead-a

Maoist—a member of such
a pro-Chinese group as the
Progressive Laborites —
then 'he felt her appoint-
ment would now not he
nearly so controversial,

Marcuse called her one

of the {five.top graduate-

students he ever had. Oth-
er recommendations were
of comparable enthusiasm.
Many recommendations
mentioned Miss Davis' in-
terest in black studies and
'blackness' in general
terms. :

According to Kalish,
none said anything about
her being a Communist or
even suggested there was
any possibility of it.

. Routine Hiring

In any case, her hiring
routinely
discussion in the
department and approval
of the pertinent academic
dean and administration.

The administrators,, in-
sofar as they thought
about the appointment at
all, were-extremely
pleased -that such an ap-
parently well-qualified
young black teacher was
being recruiled in a for-
merly all-white depart-
ment.

In interviews last week,
iwo high-ranking adminis-
trators were asked what
would have happened if
they had known about
Miss Davis' Communist
Party affiliation. Would
they have tried to side-
track the appointment?

Both gave vague an-
swers. One said that by
the time such an issue got
to the chancellor's office it
would be "non-trivial” and
it would have been almost
impossible for the admi-
nistration to act -against
Miss Davis without spark-
ing a serious kind of
campus row.

"There'd be no problem
(getting her accepted) and
yet I'd be a lot more

“concerned if she were a

Maoist,” he said. "Heli,
she's pretty conservative."

This point was brought
up in several interviews
on the campus.

A law ~school professor
who is helping prepare
legal arguments for Miss
Davis if her case should go
to court remarked, "The

surprising, thing-to so ma-

ny of us is that such a
radical could he a member.

of a square-organization
like the Communist Par-
ty." . ,
This summer, as the.
issue over Miss Davis'.

" appointment slowly gath-

ered ‘steam, the members.
of the philosophy depart-
ment successfully sought
aid in her behalf from
leaders of the UCLA
Academic Senate, the
American Assn. of Univer-
sity Professors (AAUP)
chapter on campus and
other interested faculty
members: S

Administrators and oth-
er observers believe an
impressive consensus has
gathered behind her.

Most of these professors
are very forceful in their
expression of support, last
week's interviews indicat-
ed.

Miss' Davis, on the ad-
vice of her attorney, would
not agree to an interview
on the dispute surround-
ing her.

However, a copy of her
letter to the chancellor
was obtained from an
independent source.

In the letter, Miss Davis’
gives a brief explanation
of why she is a member of
the Communist Party, say-

ing:

"While T think this
membership requires no
justification here, I want
yvou to know that as a
black woman I feel an
urgent need to find radical
solutions to the problems
of racial and national min-
orities in white capitalist
United States.

Widens Horizons

"I feel that my member-
ship in the Communist
Party has widened my
horizons and expanded my
opportunities for perceiv-
ing such solutions and
working for their effectua-
tion. The problems to
which 1 refer have lasted
too long and wreaked de-
vastation too appalling to
permit complacency or
half-measures in their re-
solution,

"It goes without saying,
of course, that the advoca-
cy of the Communist Par-
ty during my period of
membership in it has, to
my knowledge, fallen well
within the guarantees of
the First Amendment (to
the U.S. Constitution).

"Nor does my member-
ship in the Communist
Party involve me in any
commitment to principle
or position governing eith-
er my scholarship or my
responsibilities as a teach-
er." . .

She did not say how long
she had been in the party.

. or what activities she had

participated in there.
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